


Traffic Congestion 

Vehicular travel is projected to grow at an annual rate of 1.6% 
from 2011 through 2040, which is less than the 1.9% predicted rate of 
growth for the same period statewide. This growth will place increasing 
demands on the transportation system.
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Roadway Level of Service (LOS) is a measure of congestion delay. 
It can be thought of as a grading scale where LOS A is excellent and 
implies high levels of mobility and ease of maneuverability, and LOS 
F is failure and indicates that the road is experiencing heavy traffic 
volumes, significant congestion, and stop-and-go traffic. LOS A through 
LOS D is considered acceptable.

The majority of the highways in the region are expected to remain 
relatively free of congestion.  SH 86 near Kiowa, indicated by orange 
hatching on the map to the right, is predicted to have LOS E in 2025. 
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Highway Safety
Crash rates are an important indicator of highway safety. In the Eastern 
Transportation Planning Region, the average crash rate was .73 per million 
vehicle miles traveled for 2010 - 2011, which is significantly lower than the 
overall state average rate of 1.70 for the same period.
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Commodity Production
Commodity values are expected to grow 5.0% annually through 2040, 
the bulk of which travel through the region by truck. The top commodities, 
by value, exported from the region are grain, livestock and industrial 
chemicals.

Value of Commodity Exports
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Truck Traffic 
Truck traffic is significant in the Eastern TPR, and makes up 24% of 
the vehicles per day on state highways in the region, which is more than two 
times higher than the statewide truck percentage of 9%. The roads with the 
highest truck traffic are  I 70, I 76, US 40/287. 

Since trucks are heavier and take up more room on the highway than 
automobiles, their effects on congestion and pavement and bridge conditions 
are compounded.
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